2.   WILLIAM  TYNDALE
before his death, Tyndale had offered that, if the King would
suffer only a bare text of the Scripture to be put forth among
his people, cbe it of the translation of what person soever shall
please his Majesty3, he himself would write no more: 'I shall
most humbly submit myself at the feet of his Royal Majesty,
offering my body to suffer what pain or torture, yea, what
death his Grace will, so that this be obtained.3 Two years later
(1533) Tyndale's young fellow-Reformer Frith had made the
same offer under tragic circumstances. Unlike many of the
Reformers, Tyndale had not claimed the apostolic freedom cto
lead about a sister, a wife3. He remained a celibate priest:
but, as time passed, his young friend, John Frith, became
to him as a son. In Frith, Tyndale found consolation for the
many disappointments he had suffered, at the hands of
magnates like Tunstall who had failed to help him, and of
turbulent fellow-Reformers, like William Roy and George Joy,
who had compromised him and quarrelled with him.
It might almost be said of Frith and Tyndale that they
had but one soul between them. And they had qualities for
which they are not always given credit. Despite all their
obstinate determination, Frith and Tyndale had a fundamental
reasonableness. It has been said of Tyndale that
There may be found in his books phrases and theories that
are ungenerous and narrow-minded, but on some of the
greatest questions, Tyndale has spoken, not like a fanatic,
but like a citizen of Utopia.1
Two examples, from Tyndale, may suffice:
To kneel before the cross unto the Word of God which the
cross preacheth, is not evil ... But the abuse of the thing is
evil, and to have a false faith, as to bear a piece of the cross
about a man, thinking that so long as that is about him,
spirits shall not come at him, his enemies shall do him no
bodily harm.
To speak of pilgrimages, I say that a Christian man, so
that he leave nothing undone at home that he is bound to do,
is free to go whither he will . .. whether lively preaching,
1 W. P. KER, in CRAIK'S English Pro$e> i, 184.
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